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This was'intended for ourselves, and was done, by consent of every individual."
These people then laid the foundation for a judicial system. The original paper is in the county clerk's office at Joneshoro, and is as follows (this is a literal copy) :
"I do solemnly swear that as Justice of the I'cace, and :i Justice of the Comity Court of I'leas, and Onarler Sessions in the County of Washington, in all mailers in the coinmis-sion to me directed, 1 will do equal right to the poor and the rich to the best of my judgment and according l<> (he law of the State. I will not privately or openly, by myself or any other person, be of counsel in any quarrel, or suit, depending before me, and I will hold the County Court and Quarterly Sessions of my county, as the statute in (hat ease shall and may direct:
"The fines and amercements that shall happen In be made, and the forfeitures that shall be incurred, I shall cause to be duly entered without concealment, I will not willingly or willingly take by myself, or any other person for me any fee, gift, gratuity or reward whatsoever for any mutter or thing by me to IK: done, by virtue of my office, except such fees as are or may be directed or limited by statute, but well and truly I will do my office us a Justice of the Peace as well within the County Court of I'leas and (juarter Sessions an without. I will not delay any person of common right, by reason of any letter or order from person or persuim in authority to me directed, or for any other cause whatever, and if any letter or order come to me contrary I will proceed to enforce the law, such letter or order notwithstanding, 1 will not cause to be directed any warrant by me to be made to the parties. But will direct all such warrants to tin* sheriff or constable of the county, or other officers nf the State, or other indifferent person to do execution thereof, and finally, in all things belonging to my office, during con tinnation therein will faithfully, truly and justly, according to the best of my (judicial) skill and judgment do equal and impartial justice to the public and to the individual, so help me God."